University of Montana

ScholarWorks at University of Montana
Mike Mansfield Speeches, Statements and
Interviews

Mike Mansfield Papers

3-30-1968

Remarks of Senator Mansfield at the Rally for Senator McGovern,
Huron, S.D.
Mike Mansfield 1903-2001

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.umt.edu/mansfield_speeches

Let us know how access to this document benefits you.
Recommended Citation
Mansfield, Mike 1903-2001, "Remarks of Senator Mansfield at the Rally for Senator McGovern, Huron,
S.D." (1968). Mike Mansfield Speeches, Statements and Interviews. 708.
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/mansfield_speeches/708

This Speech is brought to you for free and open access by the Mike Mansfield Papers at ScholarWorks at University
of Montana. It has been accepted for inclusion in Mike Mansfield Speeches, Statements and Interviews by an
authorized administrator of ScholarWorks at University of Montana. For more information, please contact
scholarworks@mso.umt.edu.

REMARKS OF SENATOR MIKE MANSFIELD (D., MONTANA)
at the
RALLY FOR U. S. SENATOR GEORGE McGOVERN
Civic Arena, Huron, South Dakota
Saturday, March 30, 1968, 8:00p.m., CST

Some weeks ago, when Senator McCarthy entered the
New Hampshire primary, I was asked for a comment.
is a free country.

I said that it

Now that Senator Kennedy is also a candidate

for the nomination, it occurs to me that it is not only a free
c ountry; it i s also, apparently, a very free party.
I am delighted to be in South Dakota where Democrats
are not only free but also united on an exceptional American as
the i r cand idate for the Senate, George McGovern.

I would express

the hope that the party will do as well i n August as you have done
in March.

However, there is no ground for a fatuous optimism

about August or about the future of the Democratic Party.
fact is that, as Democrats, we are i n trouble.

Viet Nam has

divided our party even as it has di vided the nation.
no cl iches which will bridge the gap.

The

There are

There i s no oil which will
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calm the troubled waters.
this situation.

There is only one way to deal with

It is to face up to Viet

N~m--to

face up to it,

not as a party problem, not as a personality problem, but as a
national problem.

And there is a supplementary way.

It is to

recognize that there can be diversity within the unity of the
Democratic Party and one of the places where this diversity finds
its most useful expression is among the Democrats in the Senate of
the United States.

In November, we can elect the kind of Democrats

who have made the contemporary Senate, at once, a great balance
wheel in the federal government's foreign relations and a powerful
force for responsible progress at home.

George McGovern is that

kind of Democrat and he is made to order for that kind of Senate.
It i s becaus e of him that I am here.

To put it

straight, loud and clear, I am here because George McGovern is
a fine Senator and a fine Democrat and because I believe that
when the nation is fortunate enough to have a man of his calibre
in the Senate we ought to do everything we can to keep him there.

- 3 For some years, I have watched this neighbor from
just east of Montana.

I have seen him rise in stature among his

colleagues and in the regard in which he is held in the Senate.
He has excelled by his persistent advocacy of legislation which
is of immense importance to the whole Upper Great Plains region;
by his knowledge of national and international affairs, and by
his willingness to uphold his convictions with courage and
perseverance.
I remember his contribution in the voluntary wheat
certificate bill.

I cannot recall another instance in which a

first-term Senator was asked to floor-manage a piece of legislation of comparable significance.

As you know, he handled it so

well the bill still forms the basis of the wheat policy of the
Un' ted States.

I have no hesitancy in acknowledging that I have

followed George McGovern's leadership in matters of agriculture.
He has never led Montana astray any more than South Dakota.
may recall, for example, that when

produ~ers

You

voted against the

- 4 compulsory wheat certificate program in 1963, we were confronted
with a maximum 50 percent of parity price support--about $1 . 25 per
bushel - -for compliance with acreage limitations - -and no support at
all without compliance .

It was widely predicted that wheat would

fall to a dollar a bushel in 1964 because the support loan was not
enough to make compliance worthwhile.
In July, 1963, Senator McGovern introduced the voluntary wheat certificate bill so it could be studied that fall and
enacted in

ti~e

to apply to the 1964 crop.

For a time, it appeared

tha t a civil rights debate might prevent consideration of the
wheat bill in the Senate until too late to make it applicable to

1964.

A single Senator's objection-- i t took unanimous consent in

the prevailing procedural situation--could have held the bill back
and brought about a chaot i c lapse in policy.
I have never been quite sure how George McGovern
succeeded in getting the entire Senate to withhold its objections.
But he did succeed.

The Senate went off civil r i ghts long enough
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to pass the certificate plan in time to clear the House and be
put into effect in 1964.

The plan has worked so well that in

1964 it was extended for four more years.
Senator McGovern also made it possible to get meat
import legislation enacted that year.

It was his wise parlia-

mentary leadership that saved both the wheat and the meat import
legislation.

If the effort had been made to pass them together,

as some were insisting at the time, the combined measures faced
certain defeat in the Senate.

By keeping them separate and per-

suading the President of the need for the meat legislation,
George McGovern was instrumental in bringing about the passage
of both bills.
In 1966, George McGovern acted to end the downward
pressure on certain farm prices.

More than 40 Senators in both

part i es joined as co-sponsors of h i. s Joint Resolution, and the
Agriculture Committee and the Senate both gave the McGovern
resolution unanimous approval.

George McGovern has worked for
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dairy import restrictions, for the resumption of the use of
dairy products by the Armed Services, and on other major agricultural programs.
His single most important achievement, in my judgment,
was in relation to the Food for Peace Act of 1966.

He led the

struggle for the program at a highly critical juncture.

In

response to his advocacy, instead of cutting the program as anticipated, Congress authorized an i ncrease i n appropriations for
Food for Peace.

Moreover, i t was agreed, for the first time,

that there would be production of food specifically for use as
Food for Peace and that there was no place in the program for
those restrictions which had limited distribution t o surpluses
only.
In that year, thanks largely to the efforts of
George McGovern, the vestiges of cynic i sm were taken out of the
Food for Peace program .

Once and for all , it ceased to be i n

any way, shape, or form an instrument for disposing of agricultural gluts.

It became what the farmers of Amerjca have always

- 7 wanted it to be, a clear-cut expression of the desire of this
nation to share with the less fortunate throughout the world-to share out of a common humanity and out of a common concern
for the peace of the world.
Agriculture and international peace loom large
among the Senate contributions of George McGovern.
however, the whole story.

They are not,

He has also made a profound contribu-

tion of leadership in conservation and in the development of our
national resources.

His efforts have been linked with those of

Senator Clinton Anderson in support of the water resources researcl
program at state colleges and other schools throughout the nation.
The same team of Anderson and McGovern also sponsored legislation
on outdoor recreation which will help to develop tourism in the
Great Plains.
George McGovern has been instrumental in the setting
up of a pilot project on the resources and potentialities of the
Black Hills, a project which is moving now from ttudy t o ac ti o n.

- 8 He also has the Bureau of Outdoor Recreation busy on a survey of
the recreational potential of the Upper Missouri River, the Great
Lakes of the Missouri, and the prairie environs which will benefit
both of the Dakotas and Montana.

He has done much to get the

Senate Interior Committee behind a program of weather modification
reserach.

While the House has not yet gone along, I am sure that

it is only a matter of time before this project will see the light
of day.
Another great project on the way to action is the
Oahe irrigation project which was first suggested in the thirties.
Since George McGovern has come to the Senate, the feasibility
repo rts have been agreed to and the Senate has appro ved the
project.

It is now pending i n the House of Representat i ves.
I do not think that the full breadth of George

McGovern's approach to h i s work in the Senate can be measured
except in the context of h i s view on Vi et Nam.

George McGovern

has seen war and he feels deepJy about this tragedy in Southeast

Asia.

He raised the warning flags on Viet Nam a long time ago

and would that they had been heeded a long time ago.

He has

always expressed his views constructively, and without vituperative personal denunciation and, in this respect, would that he
had been emulated by all concerned.
George Mc.G overn' s has been a logical and reasoned
dissent.

He has my most profound respect and the respect of all

his colleagues for the thoughtfulness with which he has formulated his position and the firmness with which he has maintained
it.

He is an outstanding Democrat and an outstanding American.

From the point of view of the West, from the point of view of
the nation, from the point of vjew of the Democratic Party, I
ask you to see to it that George McGovern stays in the Senate.
I urge you t o keep h i m in the service of the people of the
United States.

